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September 8, 2010 
 

Ms. Marlene Dortch 
Secretary  
Federal Communications Commission  
445 12th Street, SW  
Room TW-A325 
Washington, D.C. 20554 
 
RE: Ex parte filing in CC Docket No. 80-286 
 
Dear Ms. Dortch:  
 
On September 8, Ken Burchett and Jeff Smith from GVNW Consulting. Inc. met in a telephonic 
ex parte with Daniel Ball and Lisa Gelb from the FCC staff, Brad Ramsay from NARUC, and 
Separations Joint Board state staff members Lori Kenyon from Alaska, Joel Shifman from 
Maine, Elaine Weist from South Dakota, and Sandy Reams from Kansas to discuss jurisdictional 
allocation issues in the above-captioned docket.  
 
The ex parte consisted of Mr. Burchett and I answering a series of questions posed by federal and 
state staff members, generally focused to aspects of the State Members’ Interim Proposal.  The 
discussion is summarized as follows:  
 
We expressed concerns about the proposed recategorization due to potential impacts on HCLS, 
ICLS and LSS, as well as impacts on mechanized separations programs.  
 
We suggested an alternative of exempting rural carriers with loop costs in excess of 175% of the 
national average, and the need to better understand any impacts that revisions to separations 
categorization could have on Part 69 rules. We also discussed how to interpret Fatina Franklin’s 
June 4, 2004 letter with respect to frozen categorization.  
 
We discussed timing issues with respect to interim versus comprehensive reform options and 
what updates, if any, could be necessary for Glide Path concepts. We suggested that rate-of-
return companies should have the option to update frozen factors and categorization periodically.  
 
As required by the Commission’s rules, this ex parte record is now filed in the above referenced 
docket. If there are any questions, please call me on 503.612.4409. 
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Respectfully submitted,  
 
Via ECFS  
 

Jeffry H. Smith  
Vice-President and Division Manager, Western Region  
Chairman of the Board of Directors  
 

Copy to  
 
Ken Burchett  
Daniel Ball  
 


